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a

a. (U) The term DTO is used here as a general designation. 
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(LES) Dominican Organizational Structure 
Dominican DTOs are typically very independent organizations. They generally do not main-
tain a rigid hierarchical organizational structure like Mexican and Colombian DTOs; rather, 
their structure is often informal and focuses on individual entrepreneurship. Dominicans 

other, although they may not be working for the same DTO. Thus, competing Dominican 
-

frequently rotated among various functions of the drug trade, from operating heroin cutting 
millsb to coordinating drug transportation and distribution, to laundering illicit proceeds.

Recent reporting suggests that several Dominican DTOs have formed a support network 

and money laundering operations. Limited telephone toll analysis on calls across the New 
-

ing Areas (HIDTAs), for example, has revealed a network of telephone numbers commonly 
called by Dominican DTOs operating within these jurisdictions. Ongoing analysis suggests 

-
ern United States.1

-
-
-

cans through commonalities in the birthplaces of their parents or children in the Dominican 
Republic. For example, there is a very large population of Dominicans originating from Bani, 

Massachusetts.

Dominicans in the United States facing apprehension for illegal immigrant status or for other 
criminal activity are likely to move to other U.S. cities and adopt aliases to avoid law enforce-

of those who are deported often attempt to return illegally. 
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Figure 1. 
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Dominican DTO Activity

the United States
(LES) Dominican DTOs in the United 

Columbia. 
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-
jor drug distribution center to Dominican 

Mexican DTOs as their drug sources 

Table 1. 

Location Retail  
Distribution

Midlevel
Distribution

Wholesale
Distribution

Primary Source
of Supply

Form of  
Transport

Vehicle
Traps

Atlanta X X X SWB Vehicle Yes

Boston
X MX/Atlanta/SWB

Vehicle
CommAir

Yes

Chicago/Milwaukee X NYC Vehicle Yes

Dallas X MX Vehicle Yes

Detroit X DR/MX

Houston X MX Vehicle

Los Angeles
X X MX

USPS
Vehicle

Yes

Miami
DR/MX

Maritime
Vehicle

Newark X X MX Vehicle Yes

New York City
X X X

MX/SWB/CB Vehicle
CommAir

Yes

Philadelphia X X SWB Vehicle Yes

Phoenix X X MX/SWB Vehicle Yes

Washington, D.C. X X NYC/Atlanta/SWB Vehicle Yes
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(LES) Dominican Street Gangs
There are two primary Dominican street gangs in the United States—the Trinitarios and 
Dominicans Don’t Play (DDP). Like Dominican DTOs, these street gangs are independent 
organizations with cells that can be large and well-organized or small and ad-hoc. Aside from 
traditional street crime, the gangs are usually involved in retail drug distribution and are sup-
plied by Dominican, Mexican, and Colombian distributors. There are no known organizational 
connections between the gangs and their drug suppliers beyond the buyer and supplier rela-
tionship. Both gangs are violent, and sometimes these gangs demonstrate extreme violence 

acts of violence; however, many prefer to carry and use machetes. In fact, these Dominican 
gangs are well known for their use of machetes as weapons. In areas where both gangs are 
active, most often they are rivals. Trinitarios and DDP are active in New York City, particularly 
in the Washington Heights and Bronx areas. In recent years, however, both groups have 
been active in Connecticut, Florida, Massachusetts, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania, and Rhode Island.

(LES) An increasing number of Domini-

their traditional cocaine and heroin sources 
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(U) Puerto Rico: A U.S. Gateway for Drugs
The U.S. territory of Puerto Rico represents 
the southernmost point of entry into the 
United States for both people and goods. 
Shipping from Puerto Rico to the continen-
tal United States (CONUS) is considered 
domestic trade and, thus, exempt from 
further inspection requirements. Dominican 
DTOs operating in Puerto Rico play a 

heroin into Puerto Rico for distribution 
in-country as well as for onward shipment 
to CONUS.

Figure 2. 
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Source: Drug Enforcement Administration.
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2

Illicit Finance
(LES) Dominican DTOs are increas-

(LES) Caribbean authorities indicate that 

South America.

3

4 A 

(LES) Anticorruption Initiatives by the 
Government of the Dominican Republic 
Anticorruption initiatives by Dominican 
President Leonel Fernández have re-

February 2009 and the forced resignation 
-

United States and the Dominican Repub-
lic suspect that much of the corruption is 
being funded by drug proceeds. In Feb-
ruary 2009, for example, the Dominican 
Northwest Regional Police Commanding 

-

Puerto Plata Investigation Unit Commander 

accusations that they carried out murders 

National Drug Control Agency (DNCD) 
arrested three assistant district attorneys 
suspected of accepting bribes from drug 

-
tion in Punta Cana. It is unknown, however, 
whether these and other efforts will have 

through the Dominican Republic. 

Dominican Today.
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. Dominican 
DTOs are increasingly using countersurveil-
lance technology such as rear-view cameras in 
vehicles, closed-circuit television equipment 
around vital locations, and global positioning 
system devices that can be secretly placed 
within drug loads to track travel routes or on 
police vehicles to monitor police movement. 
Some groups are communicating via Voice 
over Internet Protocol (VoIP) or Internet 
telephone service instead of telephone land-
lines. VoIP, while still vulnerable to Title III 

-
ness of Dominican DTOs to embrace current 
technology, further challenging law enforce-
ment.5 Dominican DTOs also use social 
networking sites such as Facebook, MySpace, 
Twitter, and YouTube to communicate domes-
tically and possibly with international sources 
of supply. The ease with which such sites can 
be established and moved on short notice makes 
monitoring by law enforcement problematic.6

most advanced cell phones, essentially handheld 
computers, to conduct their operations. 

(LES) Perspective on the sources of supply, 
-

caine, heroin, marijuana, MDMA, metham-

by Dominican DTOs. 
(LES) Nature and extent of alliances or re-
lationships between Dominican and Mexi-
can DTOs. 
(LES) Businesses and methods used by Do-
minican DTOs to wire or launder money. 

(LES) Further information on the possible 
-

(LES) The extent to which government of 
the Dominican Republic anticorruption 

the Caribbean.
(LES) Effect of the 2010 earthquakes in 

(LES) Dominican DTOs will slowly ex-
pand their midlevel distribution operations 

(LES) As the Dominican population grows 

groups will consolidate their drug distri-
bution operations in coordination with 
Atlanta-based Mexican drug sources. 
(LES) Dominican DTOs will primarily 
distribute cocaine and heroin. However,

nature of Dominican DTOs, isolated cases 
may occur wherein individual Dominican 
groups will increase their distribution of 
other drugs in response to market demand. 
(LES) Dominican DTOs will continue to 
operate independently of each other. It is 
unlikely that Dominican DTOs will evolve 
into a cartel-like structure presided over by 
one individual. 
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Sources

Federal

Other

Dominican Today
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Endnotes
1. 

.
.

.
.

3. 

5. 
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Questions and comments may be directed to 

Canada/Eurasia/Africa/Latin America Unit, National Threat Analysis Branch 

National Drug Intelligence Center

NDIC publications are available on the following web sites:

INTERNET www.justice.gov/ndic ADNET http://ndicosa.adnet.sgov.gov RISS ndic.riss.net

LEO https://www.leo.gov/http://leowcs.leopriv.gov/lesig/ndic/index.htm
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