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           TO:  All Enforcement Agencies 
 
SUBJECT:  IRP Update – Emergency Declarations 
 
In response to extreme weather conditions, the U.S. Department of Transportation 
Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) has issued an Emergency 
Declaration and has issued extensions of the State Emergency Declarations for the 
midwest, western, southern, and eastern regions of the country to provide relief for 
commercial vehicle operations while providing assistance to support the delivery of 
propane and other home heating fuels during the emergency.  
 
The declaration for the Eastern Region also provides regulatory relief for the operation 
of commercial motor vehicles while providing direct assistance that supports the 
delivery of salt or other ice/snow melt supplies into affected states in the Eastern 
Region, which includes Connecticut, Delaware, District of Columbia, Massachusetts, 
Maryland, Maine, New Jersey, New Hampshire, New York, Pennsylvania, Rhode 
Island, Virginia, Vermont, and West Virginia.    
 
Under the authority of 49 CFR § 390.23, carriers and drivers who participate in 
emergency relief efforts are relieved from compliance with 49 CFR Parts 390 – 399, 
which includes hours of service regulations, while the declarations are in effect.  
Carriers and drivers must continue to comply with the regulations relating to controlled 
substances and alcohol use and testing (Part 382), commercial driver license 
requirements (Part 383), insurance requirements (Part 387), requirements relating to the 
operation of commercial motor vehicles (Part 392), applicable size and weight 
requirements, and any other portion of the regulations that are not specifically 
authorized in 49 CFR § 390.23. 
 
The declarations are currently in effect and will remain in effect for the duration of the 
emergency or until 11:59PM EST on March 1, 2014, whichever is less.  Drivers of motor 



carriers that operate under a declaration must have a copy of the declaration in their 
possession.   
 
A copy of the declaration for the Eastern Region is attached. You can find      
information about the declarations for the other regions on FMCSA’s website at 
www.fmcsa.dot.gov/about/alerts/emergency-declarations_2013.aspx. 
 
Please share this information with appropriate staff, including all road patrol 
enforcement.  Thank you.   
 

                                                                               Barbara J. Fiala 
             Commissioner 
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