
 

      
 

 

 
 
 

  
“P”   17   (2016) 
 
“M”  14   (2016) 
 
Albany, New York 

  
 October 18, 2016 
 
 
           TO:  All Enforcement Agencies and Magistrates 
 
SUBJECT:  Chapter 448 of the Laws of 2016 – Use of Seatbelts in Fire Vehicles and 
                    Ambulances 
 
Effective November 1, 2016, Chapter 448 of the Laws of 2016 amends Section 1229-c of 
the Vehicle and Traffic Law as follows: 
 

 Section 1229-c(4)(a) is amended to expand the definition of a “motor vehicle” to 
include fire vehicles that are owned and/or operated by a fire company, as 
defined by subdivision two of section one hundred of the General Municipal 
Law, and ambulances that are owned and/or operated by a voluntary 
ambulance service, as defined by subdivision three of section one hundred of the 
General Municipal Law.   

 
 Section 1229-c(3-a), regarding seat belt requirements for holders of a class DJ 

license or class DJ learner’s permit, is renumbered as Section 1229(3-b). 
 

 A new Section 1229-c(10-a) is added to require that anyone age 16 or older be 
restrained by an approved safety belt when sitting in the rear seat of a fire 
vehicle or in the rear seat of an ambulance.  This requirement does not apply 
when the rear seat is not required to be equipped with a safety belt or when 
emergency medical personnel are providing patient care in the rear compartment 
of an ambulance in accordance with applicable patient care standards, 
guidelines, and protocols established pursuant to Article thirty of the Public 
Health Law. 

 
 Section 1229-c(5) is amended to include violations of subdivision 10-a as 

punishable by a civil fine of up to fifty dollars. 



 
A copy of Chapter 448 is attached for your reference.  Please share this information with 
appropriate staff.  Thank you. 
 

 Theresa L. Egan 
 Executive Deputy Commissioner 
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