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           TO:  All Enforcement Agencies and Magistrates 
 
SUBJECT:  New Temporary Certificate of Registration for Snowmobiles 
 
Beginning July 17, 2012, the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles will offer an 
online registration renewal transaction for snowmobiles, which includes an optional       
15-day temporary registration.  Customers who renew a snowmobile registration online, 
but do not receive the new registration credentials before the old registration expires, can 
print a temporary certificate of registration on a home printer.  The temporary registration 
will be valid for 15 days from the date the renewal transaction is completed.  
 
The temporary registration certificate must be carried by the operator of the snowmobile 
during the 15-day temporary registration period.  After the temporary registration expires, 
the snowmobile cannot be operated in New York State unless it has the new registration 
credentials.    
  
The temporary registration certificate will have a watermark; the expiration date of the 
temporary registration will display in several locations within the watermark. A sample 
image of the new temporary registration certificate is attached.  Because the certificate will 
be printed on a home computer, the paper and/or print quality may vary from document 
to document. To ensure that the registration is valid, the snowmobile’s registration record 
should be checked whenever possible.  
 
Please share this information with appropriate staff.  Thank you. 
 

Barbara J. Fiala 
Commissioner 
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